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Greetings!

We are very much in a liminal moment. It is an in-between time. We
are almost at the end of a very hard year, and yet in the beginning of a
new and promising ministry. Looking at the families with whom we
create community here at Mission Peak – and the families each of us
are part of tying us to all parts of the globe and all manner of loyalties
and commitments – there is no denying that we are all part of a great
myriad of simultaneous beginnings and endings. 
 
With COVID cases surging, we are painfully aware that within only 1 or
2 degrees of separation we share a hive mind with countless lives
claimed by this virus. And we are also personally connected with the difference makers
who actively salve the suffering and bring reprieve to isolation and loneliness. We
especially grieve the endings that come with those coming to the end of life. And we hold
our breath in joyful anticipation with our younger families preparing to give birth to new
beginnings.  
 
In a few days we will enter the time of advent. It is a time in the Christian calendar of
anticipation, wonder and welcome. It provides us with an essential repositioning of our
lives to face toward what is preparing to unfold. We are not Gods who possess the power
to control or determine all things that are already seeded, gestating and preparing to
emerge. We are not given the luxury of pruning the guest list of events to include only
what is favored and comfortable. We stand in waiting for what author Nikos Kazantzakis
called, ‘the full catastrophe,’ – the alpha and omega of human experience. Everything from
the awe-filled – to the aw-full.
 
I invite us to be the best ushers in this ceremonial moment of preparation and welcome
that advent announces by fully embracing the November holiday before us:
Thanksgiving. I call us to remember that this holiday – like most holidays – existed long
before it was co-opted to tell a semi-true story of alliance between the pilgrims and
indigenous peoples. It was a time of calling all of us – at the darkest hours in the year – to
remember the bounty and blessing of what gives us life. 
 
So, I call us all to thanksgiving. Acknowledge ways we’ve been blessed that we rarely



take time to name. Step over and past mistakes and omissions to celebrate our
resilience. To embrace courage. To appreciate our fortitude and determination. To claim
our loyalty to the true and good. To summon our instinct to shepherd the wayward, lost
and struggling. To praise the compass in our heart that turns us toward the hurting. Feel
the sense of sacrifice that divides what we have and teaches us it is enough. Bless us
each with the sacred lesson that it can’t be through domination and needn’t be through
deprivation we find what joins us together.
 
Above all, be of good cheer. And let the joy and laughter born in optimism be contagious. 
 
I love you all.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Rev. Greg
(he, him, his)

minister@mpuuc.org
(510) 972-3890

This Sunday's Service: 
 
We have transitioned to virtual
services because of the
Coronavirus pandemic. See
mpuuc.org/zoom each week for
how to connect. 

Guest at Your Table - A Personalized Tour Into the
Interdependent Web

One of the things UUs value most in todays world is education - opportunities
to learn about how the world really works, especially in areas and on topics
that really matter where we don't have first hand access or information. The
Guest at Your Table program is a UU developed enterprise that allows us to
travel around the world - with a personal guide - so we can learn how our
values are being exercised by courageous communities. Our guide comes to
us. And for the price of an extra seat at the table, our understanding - our
values - expand.

Holly Ito will lead the service and assisting will be Rev. Greg Ward.. Worship
Host will be Drew Wilson. Jay and Jessica Steele will provide our music.

Because we will not have services in Cole Hall where you
can donate money, below are 3 ways you can donate
and/or fulfill your pledge:

Mail check to

Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation
P.O. Box 545

mailto:minister@mpuuc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lrVp8cJ2zHOyflHykk7zoF174aFv5n56P3LtD1JVGo6KETO6zBYetSRs5aEvFDO-ngYrdZcw3fhckmMxiL0jSnwgAc0fzMgBcQk8qyjiO5eGaSEmurVNnwhw0i9iii_QJPCbUztEnJJc-MjGyz6M4_AsvW5Itrxn2Ba4H9lxKRw=&c=uzAVhLTBhLDtZEaCeuGPQKO-FwoSJlrG7wZs04PQmTHrMhFcZXzXCQ==&ch=Ky6iH1AjA-GtU86VT6mONoEUwPhSuPgHeOn1gYrrK378geVLX1r9NQ==


Fremont, CA 94537-0545
(If you use Bill Pay with your bank, you could use them to mail the check)

Drop envelope with check or cash in Mission Peak UU mail slot addressed to:
Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation
We will be collecting this once per week.

Pay on line at https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/ with credit or debit card.
Note we use PayPal for this and they charge us around 3%.

UU The Vote
On Saturday, our “How We Win: UU the Vote Election Debrief '' gave us the opportunity to
unpack our 2020 elections from the perspective of folx who have been building the
groundwork for thriving and democractic communities. I hope this rich discussion supports
us all as we continue our commitments to building thriving, safe, just communities and
multi-racial democracy. Watch the recording herehere.

Here are current efforts with partners for GOTV activities in the Georgia January run-off
election. 

1:  If you want to participate in phonebanking to voters in Georgia, UU the Vote is
organizing phonebanks on Sundays and Thursdays, if you are interested please contact-
https://www.uuthevote.org/phone-banking/
 
2: If phonebanking isn’t your choice, you can sign up with other partner organizations in
Georgia which are phone banking, writing post cards and writing letters. The partner
organizations UU the Vote is working with are Election Defenders and Reclaim Our
Vote.  Below are the links to sign-up for actions you want to participate in:
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/send-postcards-to-georgia-2/
http://bit.ly/reclaimourvote

Vote Forward 
Please click the link below if you would like to send letters encouraging registration and
voter turnout in the Georgia election January 5, 2021.
https://votefwd.org/

Please contact Kathi to let us know how many letters, postcards, phone calls or
texts you have done October 21, 2020- November 3 and beyond. 

Hello Wonderful Congregation!

Although Maria Luisa is not taking phone calls right now, she
enjoys mail. If you would like to send her a card to let her know
you're thinking of her, please go to the Congregational Directory
in the Members Only section of our web site to get her mailing
address. Let's see if we can decorate her place with loving,
supportive cards! Please
contact me if you have any questions.
Kathy Wallcave

https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W6cyaJEOuPOsTH05JTjnaKGfxeZfeYuE/view?emci=7de2ecaa-952d-eb11-9fb4-00155d43b2cd&emdi=96ec8d53-bd2d-eb11-9fb4-00155d43b2cd&ceid=9869968
https://www.uuthevote.org/phone-banking/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/send-postcards-to-georgia-2/
http://bit.ly/reclaimourvote
https://votefwd.org/
https://votefwd.org/


This year’s Guest at your Table theme is home. For many of us, our relationship with
home has intensified this year. The pandemic has given many of us new appreciation for,
and concerns about, the places we call home and the centrality of these places in our
lives.

This year during Guest at Your Table, we invite you to witness stories of our partners
around the world as they tell you about home. Our partners in Central America are working
to make sure no one is forced to flee their home due to violence or economic devastation.
Our partners in Alaska, Louisiana, and the Pacific are fighting for their homes and
ancestral lands against the ravages of extractive industries and climate change. And our
partners in Burma, Bangladesh, and beyond are working tirelessly to support the rights of
the Rohingya ethnic minority of Burma after facing government backed genocide in their
homeland.

The ways in which our congregations and families come together may look different, but
the beloved tradition of Guest at Your Table is here and needs your support. From now
until December 16th, MPUUC will be participating in the Guest at your Table program.
Because of social distancing measures we will not be distributing boxes this year, but
there are a number of ways that you can create space for collecting donations. You can
use this template to print and make your own box at home or you can use household items
to create a place to collect your donations such as a small bowl or basket.

Board Briefs
The board met on November 11 at 7 p.m and:

Finalized and approved the Board Covenant
Agreed to and started use of a Process Observation model
Set up a RACI task force for tracking task responsibilities
Approved a budget of up to $3100 for A/V replacement
equipment
Approved change of Internet provider & budget increase of $500
Discussed Canvass
Discussed additions to Board Agreements
 
The next board meeting is on Wednesday, December 9 at 7 p.m.

For complete board minutes or other board info go to the Members Only section of our
web site at mpuuc.org/about-us/members-only 

Please contact president@mpuuc.org for more information about future board meetings.

HUMOR CORNER

https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Template-for-homemade-GAYT-box-2020-21.pdf
http://mpuuc.org/about-us/members-only
mailto:president@mpuuc.org


If you have contributions to the Humor Corner, please
send them to Sandra before 5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Call your Elected Officials! 
 
Calls can make a difference! Contact your representatives to alert them to your views!

Representative Eric Swalwell 510-247-1388 or go to house.gov 
Representative Ro Khanna (202) 225-2631 
Senator Kamala Harris (202) 224 - 3553
Senator Dianne Feinstein (202) 224-3841

Stay Connected
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