This Week on the Peak

Greetings!

Happy Holidays

Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Sunday's Service:

Service can be attended in-
person at Cole Hall or online. See
mpuuc.org/zoom each week for
how to attend services.

Auld Lang Time: on Endings, Beginnings, and
Oranges

ROBERT BURNS 7759-2796

We close the year by celebrating those who
have loved us into this moment. We express
thanks for what's behind, and hope for what's ahead. And we may share an
orange or two.

Brian Culp will lead the service and assisting will be Worship Associate Mark
Rahman. Melissa Holmes will be Worship Host. Various Artists will provide our
music.

Whether you are attending services in Cole Hall or
remotely, you can donate and/or fulfill your pledge in the 3
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ways shown below:

Mail check to

Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation

P.O. Box 545

Fremont, CA 94537-0545

(If you use Bill Pay with your bank, you could use them to mail the check)

Drop envelope with a check in Mission Peak UU mail slot addressed to:
Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation
We will be collecting this once per week.

Pay on line at https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/ with credit or debit card.
Note we use PayPal for this and they charge us around 3%.

Please enjoy this year’'s 2025 Christmas Greetings from Staff

OUR MINISTERIAL DISCRETIONARY FUND

On Christmas Eve, it is our tradition here to take up a special Collection. The Ministerial
Discretionary Fund exists to care for the unexpected needs of our members and
friends. These are the emergency moments in the lives of those least able to afford
them. This past year, we have used the Ministerial Discretionary Fund to help subsidize
someone’s rent, buy groceries, pay for some car repair that allows someone to commute
to work; Send flowers or cards when people have had surgeries or celebrated
anniversaries. These are crucial events in the lives of people we love that aren’t covered
in our operating budget. But they are essential in letting people who are struggling know
they matter. If you have the means to make a difference by contributing to this fund, we
hope you will give generously.

THANK YOU, MISSION PEAK!

Your generosity and participation with the Methodist Congregation (FUMC) as they hosted
the Fremont Safe Parking Program guests in December has been outstanding! MPUUC
folks have contributed meals and shared company with the SPP Guests and learned their
stories. Becoming unhoused can happen to anyone, we have learned. Your generosity
with our special collection on December 14th combined with the Methodist Congregation
will provide each SPP Guest with a gift card for gasoline in the amount of $100 each. We
are “meeting the stranger” and opening our community to knowing all who live here.

As you know the Safe Parking Program is one aspect of the City of Fremont's
Homelessness Response Plan. City Council member Kathy Kimberlin has organized
community meetings to see that all aspects of the Plan become operational- with
community support. The meeting in November including a screening of the film, Beyond
the Bridge — see the Tri-City Voice article:
https://tricityvoice.com/documentary-on-unhoused-motivates-public-action/

Here is the information for the next meeting in collaboration with United Way Bay Area and
State of CA Civil Rights Division, Dept. of Justice. Please join your voice for this important
work.

Date: January 15, 2026 Time: 6pm-7pm

Location: Fremont Main Library, 2400 Stevenson Blvd. Fremont, CA (Fukaya Room)
RSVP: https://bit.ly/HomelessnessConversation2

Agenda will:

Address unanswered questions from the screening audience

Present updates
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Plan for next steps, including a screening of Beyond the Bridge for Tri-City businesses,
electeds and leaders

Stay connected with BTB Bigger Vision Films producer, Don Sawyer and
cinematographer, Tim Hashko

If you are interested in offering a meal, there are still a few dates open:

Breakfast on December 26 and December 31

Dinner on December 26 and December 28

If you wish to volunteer, please email Secretary@MPUUC.org asap with your date and for
more details.

With best wishes and gratitude,
Valerie Stewart, Member of the Board

Guest at Your Table (GAYT) is the UU Service
Committee's annual intergenerational program to raise
support for and awareness about key human rights
issues. Since UUSC works in more than 20 countries,
with over 50 grassroots partners, there are thousands of
individuals involved in and who benefit from the work that
our members make possible. The program is an
opportunity to celebrate grassroots partnership, support
human rights, and learn about just four of these
individuals—the “guests” in Guest at Your Table.

We will be collecting until December 28.

Write a check to MPUUC with “GAYT” in the memo line and mail to:
Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation

P.O. Box 545, Fremont, CA 94537-0545

(If you use Bill Pay with your bank, you could use them to mail the check)

Drop an envelope with a check (with “GAYT” on the memo line) or cash (with a note
stating “GAYT”) in our mail slot addressed to: Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist
Congregation

Pay online at https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/ with credit or debit card. Choose
“Special” as the donation type. Please state “GAYT” in the message. Note we use PayPal
for this, and they charge us around 3%

Dear Mission Peak Congregation,

Here is the link to the Ministerial Search Profile that has been submitted to the UUA so
candidate ministers can learn about MPUUC, its members and its activities. This is offered
for your information, NOT for editing. If you have a comment that you think might be useful
for the Search Team to consider when interviewing potential ministers next year, you may
send it to: search@mpuuc.org

Otherwise, we ask your respect in remembering that this has already been
submitted and would be very difficult to alter.

Click here

Thank you for your interest in the search process.

Best,
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Beth Schaefer
Chair, Search Team

May you choose hope,
even when it trembles.

May it be the kind of hope
that plants seeds,

Waits in the dark, and
trusts the stirring.

Hope that doesn’t deny despair,
but dares to outlast it.

Rev. Tandi Rogers

CIRCLE OF LIFE

YOU ARE ALL INVITED to celebrate and console those in the

MP family who need it. Each week you can find those people

right here at your fingertips if you click on the link. Let's increase

our caring connections with each other with calls when

appropriate, cards, emails, offers of help, etc. When you have

Joys and Concerns for this Circle of Life, contact the
Encouragement Committee at ecteam@mpuuc.org. Or ask one of us: Greg, Barbara,
Sharon, Jo Ann S, Don, Lucienne, Julie

Midweek Discussion Group

The Minister’'s Midweek Discussion Group meets on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. The
Midweek Discussion Group meets online and welcomes all voices who wish to participate
in discussion on interesting topics. The link to the conversation can be found if you Press
here

Your ARO (Anti-Racism Anti- Oppression) Committee is making another statement in
Fremont. A large wall display showing a variety of children’s books that are banned
somewhere in the U.S. will go up on December 1 for a month in the Children’s Section of
the main library. Check it out! As the wall display indicates, none of these books is banned
here. Directions for borrowing these books is included. Don Ramie has helped create eye-
catching artwork with the ARO team, led by Kathi Bayne and Rev. Barbara Meyers. Visit
the display and tell your friends!
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No, | will not feed you,
1 will not clothe you, | will
not house you. You came here
lllegally, you have to go back.

The UU Ministry for Earth 2025-26 Community Read is

“What if We Get it Right?” by Ayana Elizabeth Johnson. Ouniturian Universalist
We will continue meeting on the last Tuesday of every L Ministry for Earth
month at 4:45 PM PT / 7:45 PM ET for a total of 9 ML R W

sessions. (Click here if you want help translating to
your time zone.) We can't wait to look toward an imaginative future for climate justice with
you!

The next discussion is set for the evening of January 27th, which will focus on the fourth
section, “Follow the Money”. You only need to register once to attend all remaining
sessions. Click here to print a poster for your congregation’s bulletin board.

Register to attend here.

Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Committee (ARO)
Recommendations

SURJ sl ere

BAY AREA

Weekdays ¢ 12:00 - 12:30 pm ¢ Jewish Voice For Peace Power Half-Hour
for Gaza(VIRTUAL)

How To Have Courageous Conversations — In time for the holidays, IfNotNow has put
together A Guide for Discussing Israel/Palestine at your dinner table. Especially geared for
Jewish community members, the guide is also a useful tool for anyone to have
courageous conversations about Palestine with family and friends.

Tell your Members of Congress to Condemn the Trump Administration’s Anti-Immigrant
Policies — The Trump administration is responding to the tragic attack on two National
Guard troops by pursuing collective punishment against the most vulnerable in our
communities to advance a racist and unconscionable anti-immigrant agenda. Trump has
said he plans to expand his xenophobic travel ban to more than 30 countries, halt asylum
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applications, and impose more restrictions on nationals of the existing 19 travel ban
countries. Congress must stand against this hate-filled effort to scapegoat entire
communities, including our Afghan and Somali neighbors who have become the focus of
some of these most recent attacks.

Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice

May the lights of Hanukkah fill your home with hope, joy, and love.
Wishing you eight nights of reflection, gratitude, and miracles.
Happy Hanukkah from UUFSJ
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Htappy Havukkab!
UUSJ)
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Moral injury traditionally
refers to the deep
psychological and

spiritual harm that arises

when a person
participates in, fails to
prevent, or witnesses
actions that violate their
core moral beliefs...

At UUS]J we're helping

people heal from moral
injury and reclaim their
agency...

--Dale Anderson
UUS]J Board Chair

Donate Today Read More:

|
UUSJ Unitarian Universalists
for Social Justice

Photo by Amore Seymour from Pixabay

https://uusj.salsalabs.org bit.ly/Moral-Emotions
[20252026Donation/index.html

Click here UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JUNE 14 - 21, 2026

MEET THE MOMENT: TOGETHER EVERYWHERE

Board Briefs

The Board met on December 9, 2025 via Zoom.

Trustee At Large Michelle Wallace was absent due to gwd

health matters. The next Board meeting is scheduled

for January 13, 2025 at 7:00 pm. via Zoom. All are )

welcome to attend. p—

For complete board minutes or other board info go to
the Members only section of our web site at:
mpuuc.org/about-us/members-only
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Please notify President@mpuuc.org if you have concerns or want the Zoom link to
attend the meeting.

1. The Board noted the conclusion of the Sabbactical period with the departure of Rey,
Jim McKinley as of December 7th and the return of Rev. Greg Ward. Rev. Ward
thanked MPUUC for the privileges and support that is the sabbatical period and
plans to share insights and experiences in the coming months.

2. Finances: Currently the Budget has received 56% of its anticipated funding for the
25-26 year and expenses are only at 33%, which is a positive situation. There is
still work being done to sort out the status of/access to the SRI CD accounts. Drew
and Jay will work to get clarity.

3. The Ministerial Search Committee reported that the Congregational Profile is now
accessible on the UUA website for minister candidates to review. The Search
Committee will monitor the profile and report any new activity/developments to the
Board and the Congregation.

4. 4. MPUUC Policies Review: Board Policy 2. POLICIES requires a review for
update every two years (last done fully in 2023.) The Board will meet in-person to
review them after the Sunday Service January 4, 2026, in the MPUUC Office. All
are welcome.

5. Updating the website. The Board is continuing to standardize the protocol to make
updates to the website, so all important documents and recordings of Services are
available there.

6. “Rites of Passage” a description of services available for MPUUC members and
friends is under construction.

Making announcements

If you've ever had an announcement you wanted to share about an upcoming MPUUC
event or meeting but didn’t know how, you're in luck. This Announcement Sheet will
go directly to Sandra, our Administrator (to put in the OOS); or to a Board Member (to
announce at a Sunday service. Deadline for posting Sunday announcements is
Thursday at 12pm.

Call your Elected Officials!

Calls can make a difference! Contact your representatives to alert them to your views!

Assembly Member Alex Lee 408-262-2501

Representative Eric Swalwell 510-247-1388 or go to house.gov
Representative Ro Khanna (202) 225-2631

Senator Alex Padilla (202) 224-3553
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