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Greetings!

Hello, from Valerie Stewart, a member of the MPUUC
Board.

Leaving

This wasn’t the topic that I planned to write about. But
then life happens. If this sounds like a familiar start to a
note from me- you are very observant. It is a repeat- but
only up to this point. I wrote about “Grace” in August.

This is different.  

A close friend died Wednesday morning. He had been ill.
He had been in the hospital this year, more than
once.  His family all came in the week to be with him.
Neighbors and friends dropped by when he felt like a visit
and dropped off casseroles and cookies. All of that was
supportive and loving. We’d spoken about putting “affairs
in order” months ago when illness first seemed to be
more serious than in the past. But the confusion and fear that came after he died,
because no one knew where to find papers, no one knew his Social Security
number, no one knew which accounts for family bills were paid by automatic
withdrawals and from what account – that was not supportive.  Why are we so
hesitant to be ready to leave?  

Our MPUUC Community has experienced the death of members over our 35+ years
as a congregation. Some were never imagined and for which there could be no
preparation, especially when it was our children; some of older members and
friends, where we could learn to expect their leaving. And we have helped each
other through what comes after the leaving of a loved one. That is what being part of
Beloved Community can offer.

We can offer one another grace, showing compassion, patience, and support even
in difficult situations.

That Emergency Backpack for the earthquake or fire Evacuation Order – do you
have one? Good for you!  



Does everyone in the family know where it is? I want to offer you a short workshop
to be more prepared for a leaving, for a death. Let’s spend time together to make a
leaving easier for those who are left behind. It is a kind, loving act. It is an offering of
grace from you to those for whom you care.

See you at Service

Valerie

This Sunday's Service:
Service can be attended in-person at Cole
Hall or online. See mpuuc.org/zoom each
week for how to attend services.

“Just Stop, and Listen to this Music”
Late in Life, a Son Recalls His Father

Almost 20 years ago our Minister Emeritus, Dr. Chris Schriner, shared
memories of an “ordinarily extraordinary” human being, Dale Dudley Schriner.
In the 110th anniversary of his father’s birth year, Chris will look back on his
relationship with Dale, from estrangement to reconciliation to saying farewell,
updating his reflections with the perspective of old age. In addition to ministry,
Chris is a retired psychotherapist, the author of six books, and an independent
scholar in consciousness studies.

Rev. Chris Schriner will lead the service and assisting will be Worship
Associate Mark Rahman. Melissa Holmes will be Worship Host. Peak
Performers with Von Bringhurst will provide our music.

Whether you are attending services in Cole Hall or
remotely, you can donate and/or fulfill your pledge in the 3
ways shown below:
Mail check to

Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation
P.O. Box 545
Fremont, CA 94537-0545
(If you use Bill Pay with your bank, you could use them to mail the check)

Drop envelope with a check in Mission Peak UU mail slot addressed to:
Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation
We will be collecting this once per week.

Pay on line at https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/ with credit or debit card.
Note we use PayPal for this and they charge us around 3%.

Rev. Johnnie's blog

Please click on link below for Rev. Johnnie's blog

https://mpuuc.org/worship-overview/from-your-minister/

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lrVp8cJ2zHOyflHykk7zoF174aFv5n56P3LtD1JVGo6KETO6zBYetSRs5aEvFDO-ngYrdZcw3fhckmMxiL0jSnwgAc0fzMgBcQk8qyjiO5eGaSEmurVNnwhw0i9iii_QJPCbUztEnJJc-MjGyz6M4_AsvW5Itrxn2Ba4H9lxKRw=&c=uzAVhLTBhLDtZEaCeuGPQKO-FwoSJlrG7wZs04PQmTHrMhFcZXzXCQ==&ch=Ky6iH1AjA-GtU86VT6mONoEUwPhSuPgHeOn1gYrrK378geVLX1r9NQ==
https://mpuuc.org/contact-us/donate/
https://mpuuc.org/worship-overview/from-your-minister/


JOIN the HOSPITALITY TEAM!

Can you help with Sunday Service Coffee Hour, ordering and
tracking supplies for our events ? We want to have a TEAM to
support our congregational events. Many hands make easy work.
Interested?

Please email Secretary@MPUUC.org

We are less than one month away
from our auction and we need you to
act now here are three things you
can do to help us make this event
the most successful ever:

1. Buy your tickets
2. Donate your item(s)
3. Mark your calendars for the

evening of October 17.

Thank you.

CIRCLE OF LIFE
YOU ARE ALL INVITED to celebrate and console those in the
MP family who need it.  Each week you can find those people
right here at your fingertips if you click on the link. Let’s increase
our caring connections with each other with calls when
appropriate, cards, emails, offers of help, etc. When you have
Joys and Concerns for this Circle of Life, contact the

Encouragement Committee at  ecteam@mpuuc.org. Or ask one of us: Greg, Barbara,
Sharon, Jo Ann S, Don, Lucienne, Julie

mailto:Secretary@MPUUC.org
https://square.link/u/C06KldDw
https://forms.gle/xGi4eEQL7uXAVRn66
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_v7Ifc-FfM7AFuL2dNdpz9Ll9_jwQ9vH/edit
mailto:ecteam@mpuuc.org


Midweek Discussion Group
The Midweek Discussion Group meets on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. The Midweek
Discussion Group meets online and welcomes all voices who wish to participate in
discussion on interesting topics. The link to the conversation can be found if you Press
here.

 IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
﻿

October 17- Saturday   
Black and White Auction (Cole Hall/Hybrid)

Nov 7th from 6-8pm - Saturday
MPUUC's 3rd annual Diwali potluck dinner and puja to be held in Ockerman 7/8  

Nov 23 at 7pm - Monday 
Tri-City Interfaith Council's Thanksgiving Service at  Washington Health, Anderson
Auditorium

Nov 27- Friday
Green Friday at Coyote Hills- byo picnic lunch, MPUUC will provide coffee and pastries.
Entrance to all EBRP is free on this day so buck the black friday trend and spend part of
the day enjoying the outdoors with your UU community!

Our UU neighbors in San Jose are looking to start up a Dungeons and Dragons group and
they're inviting us to help pick the time for the first meeting- follow this link to help choose
the time. This is for kids 5th grade and up, any youth and adult is welcome to join.

Sun 10/11 Children's Chapel

https://zoom.us/j/96836848651?pwd=cW9SeEZkVjJNSmhMclFsNUVuT2FFdz09
https://zoom.us/j/96836848651?pwd=cW9SeEZkVjJNSmhMclFsNUVuT2FFdz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfI1Sa9pNPdig-F4H6FynMex3cM4yo_iV7ZnMZzrcOBEHdM0A/viewform?usp=dialog


Sun 10/18 Children's Chapel
Sat 10/24 UU Summer Camp teaser, more details to come 

In 2025 the American Renewal Project launched the Nehemiah Project, a 48-million dollar
campaign to turn North Carolina into a Christian nationalist stronghold by 2030. 
 
This year, the Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry of North Carolina launched the
Dogwood Faith Project, a five-year effort to powerfully combat this threat through phone
banking and canvassing. 
 
Join UU Justice NC for two opportunities to phonebank rural communities in NC!

Ongoing:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays @ 6pm ET / 3pm PT: Phonebankwith
ACLU-PA
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 5pm ET / 2pm PT: Phonebank for helping voters with
ballot curing with ACLU-PA

https://www.sidewithlove.org/democracy?emci=295e2392-3ab8-f111-a6a9-
000d3a56d2f7&emdi=e191bb6b-3cb8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&ceid=18752759

Community Read Starts in One Week!

We're one week out from our first Community
Read meeting and there's still time to sign up!
We’ll be reading Radically Reframing Climate
Change: A Guide to Saving Ourselves by Will Hackman.

SIGN UP HERE

We’re striving to make this a multi-generational program - people of all ages
are encouraged to sign up! If you’re interested in being a group leader for
your generation, email us at office@uumfe.org.

Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Committee (ARO)
Recommendations

Help SURJ canvassers get to AZ and TX with Seed the Vote! – SURJ Bay Area is
partnering with Seed the Vote, sending our members to Arizona and Texas to knock on

https://click.everyaction.com/k/139882249/648822676/-283706120?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImUxOTFiYjZiLTNjYjgtZjExMS1hNmE5LTAwMGQzYTU2ZDJmNyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FiYXluZUBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=AaxP_NFTPacT3vKds7pAoSczm1xisgqMEriLWVTGbNw=&emci=295e2392-3ab8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&emdi=e191bb6b-3cb8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&ceid=18752759
https://click.everyaction.com/k/139882250/648822677/167961477?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImUxOTFiYjZiLTNjYjgtZjExMS1hNmE5LTAwMGQzYTU2ZDJmNyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FiYXluZUBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=AaxP_NFTPacT3vKds7pAoSczm1xisgqMEriLWVTGbNw=&emci=295e2392-3ab8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&emdi=e191bb6b-3cb8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&ceid=18752759
https://www.sidewithlove.org/democracy?emci=295e2392-3ab8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&emdi=e191bb6b-3cb8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&ceid=18752759
https://www.sidewithlove.org/democracy?emci=295e2392-3ab8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&emdi=e191bb6b-3cb8-f111-a6a9-000d3a56d2f7&ceid=18752759
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/zFs9DuMsYygsaMCwvAyQYHrUBtjH_fqD3osvKN3_fK0=/1UmzChJYZ4fNjvacdL8VHOHLjCAm615KH0vpe6xadyY=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/zFs9DuMsYygsaMCwvAyQYHrUBtjH_fqD3osvKN3_fK0=/1UmzChJYZ4fNjvacdL8VHOHLjCAm615KH0vpe6xadyY=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/zFs9DuMsYygsaMCwvAyQYHrUBtjH_fqD3osvKN3_fK0=/1UmzChJYZ4fNjvacdL8VHAkkWfao6HydPgk_8-uWtiE=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/zFs9DuMsYygsaMCwvAyQYHrUBtjH_fqD3osvKN3_fK0=/1UmzChJYZ4fNjvacdL8VHL9oKgDN54n-InhvO-ObMyc=
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/140152179/649697041/-1383852301?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNVUkovMS8xMTgzMDkiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNTg4ZDZiNzAtNjZiYi1mMTExLWE2YTktMDAwZDNhNTZkMmY3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJrYWJheW5lQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=Y-WVAHZuWZXGotHg5gmWsFtJfmYO0zeI5pZRe3G4in8=


doors. We know talking to people face-to-face about the issues will make a difference on
whether we can stop the Trump/MAGA agenda and retake the House and perhaps even
the Senate. Seed the Vote doesn’t want cost to be a barrier for anyone who wants to
doorknock, so they help with hotel and travel costs for any volunteer who needs it. They
know door knocking works, and SURJ Bay Area is showing up to help in this effort with
grassroots fundraising. So please give whatever amount you are able—every dollar will
make a difference!l

Tell Congress: Dissent is Not a Deportable Offense – The Trump administration has
been using immigration enforcement in unprecedented ways to retaliate against people for
political speech and advocacy, particularly on Palestinian rights. They have been
weaponizing a clause in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) to target people for
deportation based on their political speech and vague “foreign policy risk.” We've seen this
be used against Mahmoud Khalil, Salah Sarsour, and Leqaa Kordia, among a growing
number of community members, students, and solidarity activists. Call on your member of
Congress to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to exclude unconstitutional foreign
policy grounds for deportation and ensure that all of our First Amendment rights are
protected.

8th Principle Learning

What’s really at stake with H.R. 1?

More than a single piece of legislation. H.R. 1 touches the issues that shape our
communities and our shared future—from economic dignity and healthcare to migrant
rights, racial justice, climate action, and global solidarity.

Sign the Pledge:
https://covenantforourfuture.o

Board Briefs

Attendees: Jay Steele, President, Drew Wilson,
Treasurer, Valerie Stewart, Secretary, Lucienne
Bouvier, At Large, Mark Rahman, At Large.
Rev. Johnnie Bloom-Ramirez
Guests:  Kathi Bayne

Personnel matters:
New WebMaster: Kimberly Newton has been
onboarded as the new Webmaster. She will begin the tasks of updating the MPUUC.org
website with direction through Rev. Johnnie and other Congregational leaders.
Sandra  is her supervisor.  Kim has created a form for requesting website
modifications. Once there has been an initial review and update, the form will be made
available for future changes

Hiring Policy: Given the onboarding of new staff and some incomplete communications,
Rev. Johnnie drafted a “Hiring Policy” (we didn’t have one) to provide a clearer process.
The draft is under review by the Board. 
New Child Care Provider Hiring

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/140152183/649697044/-89628891?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNVUkovMS8xMTgzMDkiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNTg4ZDZiNzAtNjZiYi1mMTExLWE2YTktMDAwZDNhNTZkMmY3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJrYWJheW5lQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=Y-WVAHZuWZXGotHg5gmWsFtJfmYO0zeI5pZRe3G4in8=
https://covenantforourfuture.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETE0bGhMQlNabFYxOUZqNE1nc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnGoji9T64J9nM-IiSkK6x6G7Vid251ManlsB9XqX1rJJ5bCvPdMYhAK8JJL_aem_iGXugDKUsTHvVUORA4dprw


Ariel and Rev. Johnnie are currently recruiting for an additional childcare provider for the
first Sunday. 

Financial Matters:
Treasurer's Report- Drew Wilson:
The beginning of the fiscal year was strong due to funding from stock-offerings. Our
current equity stands t $317k. Our expenses at this time are covered.
Black and White Auction date Oct 17,2026

John Schaefer and Jen King are co-chairs. This will be an outstanding hybrid event on
Zoom and at Cole Hall.
Plan now for your service contribution and be ready on October 17th to bid and have a
great time together.

Congregational matters:
Board/Minister Retreat: The Board and Rev. Johnnie will have an in-person ‘retreat’ on
September 26th with a communication skills workshop. The Board and Rev. Johnnie will
engage in a 3 hour “Start-Up” meeting with Sam Pearl from the Pacific Western Region
(UUA) Office at a future convenient date.

Hospitality Team: 
Rev. Johnnie and Valerie will continue to recruit a Hospitality team to centralize supplies
and production of potlucks and coffee hour.  

Minister’s Reports:
Rev. Johnnie continues to meet with Staff and Congregation members and Committees;
familiarizing himself with the history and operations of MPUUC; planning for staff
schedules and congregational activities in the coming months. He will offer more in his
blog in WoP. He will begin classes on Thursday afternoons soon and be available in the
evenings for MP{UUC matters.

Congregational Calendar /Planning:
Sept. 26 -Saturday Board Retreat/Communication Skills Building
October 2-5 Rev. Johnnie on personal travel 
October 5-20 Sandra on Vacation 
November 5-11 Rev. Johnnie is on vacation- in a distant location

The next meeting of the board is via Zoom, Tuesday, October 13, at 7:00 p.m. All are
welcome.

For complete board minutes or other board info go to the Members only section of our
web site at mpuuc.org/about-us/members-only. For more information about meetings or
questions email president@mpuuc.org

Making announcements

If you’ve ever had an announcement you wanted to share about an upcoming MPUUC
event or meeting but didn’t know how, you’re in luck. This Announcement Sheet will
go directly to Sandra, our Administrator (to put in the OOS); or to a Board Member (to
announce at a Sunday service. Deadline for posting Sunday announcements is
Thursday at 12pm.

Call your Elected Officials! 
 
Calls can make a difference! Contact your representatives to alert them to your views!

Assembly Member Alex Lee 408-262-2501
Representative Ro Khanna (202) 225-2631 

http://mpuuc.org/about-us/members-only
mailto:president@mpuuc.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-nmWbJNouUDvbA6Sm2zcNuF4XswpX3igS1yGVzslSXQ/edit


Senator Alex Padilla (202) 224-3553
Senator Adam Schiff (202) 224.3841

Stay Connected
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